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Why Between the Lines .. . 


Each year the newspapers commemo- 
rate National Newspaper Week. They 
celebrate by broadsides of self-praise 
which laud the press as the bulwark of 
truth and free speech. But one promi- 
nent editor didn’t fall in line this year. 
He is William T. Evjue, publisher of 
The Capital Times, Madison, Wiscon- 
sin, one of the nation’s most alert pro- 
gressive dailies. 

Publisher’s Opinion 

Said Mr. Evjue: 

“I am not going to join in the dish- 
ing out of this general hokum which is 
ane of the newspaper week. I have 

een a newspaper man for 40 years and 
out of that experience I have drawn 
conclusions that don’t exactly match 
with the self-adulation being proclaim- 
ed in American editorial pages this 
week. 

“Out of my experience I have reason 
to believe that too often, where the in- 
terests of the many are on one side and 
the interests of the privileged few on 
the other, the newspapers line up with 
yaad peng and powerful few. In- 
deed, the press in this country has be- 
come the ally of the entrenched eco- 
nomic order that has been built up 
around monopoly capitalism.” 


Press Distorts News 

Newspapers as a whole, says Mr. 
Evjue, are opposed to labor, distort and 
suppress news which might discredit 
big business and generally ignore the 
interests of the mass of people. 

“Why has the American editorial 
page become so thoroughly Pegleriz- 
ed?” he asks. “Why is the press so 
hostile to the cooperative movement 
and so bitter against public ownership? 
The record of the American press is 
there for anyone to see and it is a re- 
cord of devotion to private interest as 
against the public interest... . 

“If the newspapers want to kid 
themselves during National Newspaper 
Week, that is their privilege. But they 
are only proclaiming their own hypoc- 
risy when they ask their readers to 
believe some of the things they are 
saying.” 

Now you can see why Between the 
Lines has grown so fast! 





CHRISTMAS SHOPPING MADE EASY! 


Goods and gifts are scarce. Your days are crowded. Here is an easy 
but extremely worth-while suggestion: Many of your relatives and 
friends are folks who would think of you gratefully all next year if you. 
sent them Between The Lines for a Christmas gift. This condensed, con- 
cise information service is invaluable to those who wish to be informed 
and up-to-date on current developments and trends. Just send us the 
name and address of each person to receive a year’s subscription together 
with a dollar for each. We do the rest. We will send to each person 
a greeting card as an announcement of your gift. 











“ALCOHOLISM IN AMERICA is becoming a serious national problem,” 
states Dr. Robert V. Seliger, noted psychiatrist of Johns Hopkins. He esti- 
mates that forty-one million Americans drink alcoholic liquors. Eminent 
scientists say that of American drinkers, 750,000 are chronic alcoholics and 
3,000,000 excessive drinkers. Psychiatric workers reporting in the American 
Medical Association Journal reveal that mass fears and a haunting sense of 
individual insecurity and inadequacy due to changes brought by war and in- 
— have enormously increased. We're turning to alcohol instead of 
God! 


X-Ray and Forecast 
Strikes in the Future 


To be ready for what's coming, keep your eyes on the fact that hundreds 
of thousands now out of work don’t want jobs just now. There is no hunger 


or starvation yet. The strikes that are still being grossly overplayed in the 
—- and radio are now nothing more than experimental proddings by union 
eaders to set the stage for real demands and strikes later. Industry in turn 
is only sparring—i.e., General Motor’s clever counter-move demanding that 
labor accept a 45-hour week for pay increases when they know labor leaders 
have a 35-hour week in mind. 

As we have said before, after January 1st, or in early spring, some real 
strikes will probably occur. Our listening a in labor organizations report 
that, unless the government can stabilize things by pegging a general wage 
in¢rease to offset loss of overtime war wages, by early spring when unemploy- 
ment-insurance runs out and millions of veterans are back home looking for 
jobs we'll see some real strikes . . . and this time not the incidental strikes 
the press has been ballooning to keep the public’s mind off the real issue. 


Inflation Prediction 

Large financial houses in Wall Street are still sending out inflation warn- 
ings to their clients. These say that the United States is entering upon a 
period of inflation such as we have never seen before. The recent strength in 
the stock market, they said, represented the first important evidence of a flight 
from the dollar. The bankers believe that the government is powerless to 
control the situation and that the attempts of the Office of Price Administra- 
tion to keep a lid over prices will eventually fail. They point out that these 
attempts will contribute to runaway prices later on. 

All of this adds up to a forecast of three or four years of hectic prosperity, 
—high wages, high prices, the old game of grab while you can, until the 
civilian goods market is saturated. Then we will meet our 20th century eco- 
nomic zero hour. The future then will depend upon how much of the Chris- 
tian spirit of sharing, faith and understanding we have been able to inject 
into American every day life. 


(Continued on next page) 
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X-Ray and Forecast 
(Continued from center page) 
Christian Influences 

If Christian liberal influence continues to force such issues 
into the open, out of the old secret channels of power dip- 
lomacy, men will learn how to meet their problems by bal- 
anced reasoning, and peace can endure. But if alert Christian 
thought doesn’t follow through, and if such forward-looking 
movements as the Labor government of London should fail, 
American armed power will be stealthily pulled in to defend 
os | everywhere against communistic “liberalism’— 
and World War III will become a certainty. 

Imperialism in Asia 

Meanwhile one of the great betrayals of ee is taking 
place in Asia. Here are the hard facts stated briefly: British, 
French and Dutch armies, with American munitions and in 
full cooperation with scattered Japanese armies, are now 
killing and imprisoning the common people in Java, Malaya, 
Indo-China, Burma and elsewhere because the Asian groups 
want to be free. The —— as their grip weakened, es- 
tablished frail forms of independence among these colonial 
peoples. When Japan surrendered, the white imperialists 
pushed in to prevent the conquered people from entertain- 
ing any such dangerous idea as freedom. Japanese military 
cooperation has no doubt been forced by secret deals made 
with Japan surrender terms in these areas. 

Millions of dollars’ worth of war materiel, paid for by the 
American taxpayer, was shipped to India, peed to be 
send on to help China. It is well known in _—— that 
great quantities of this equipment did not go to China but, 
with or without Washington consent, were held instead by 
the British to keep down India. Now these American wea- 
pons are being used to kill the poeple our boys died to “lib- 
erate.” London and Washington imperialistic propagandists 
would say such statements are too harsh—but the families 


who have just been machine-gunned for putting a flag over 


the door saying ‘‘We want to be free’ wouldn’t say so. 
Europeans under Russian Rule 

Our newspapers and radios are playing up the undemo- 
cratic and obstructionist tactics of the Soviet in eastern Europe, 
but they are also failing to give a true picture of what Russia 
is actually a behind the scenes in those countries. True, 
sweeping brutalities and widespread confiscation of property 
are taking place in eastern Germany, Poland and the Balkans. 
Remember, however, that nine-tenths of the people in those 
areas had no property before and were already impoverished 
and exploited. The Soviet has smashed the middle-class and 
aristocratic economic structure and is reorganizing the whole 
economy for the benefit of the worker and peasant classes 
In doing this swiftly and thoroughly, great injustices and 
cruelties are being committed against the well-to-do and up- 
per-middle classes. 

Since the British Empire has for years been the main sup- 
port of the eastern European upper levels, the British and 
American press is pouring out a lurid flood of Russian ex- 
cesses in the Balkans and Poland without including a picture 
of the swift and complete reorganization of these countries 
for the benefit of the masses. The American press is cooper- 
ating in this wholesale condemnation because Standard and 
Shell Oil properties are being confiscated in the Balkans. 

American newsmen are coming back from middle and 
eastern Europe with reports of os I they aren't allowed to 
write—that there is more freedom today for Poles in Poland 
under Russia than for Greeks in Greece under Britain. Trade 
unions are flourishing in the Balkans, although the British 
will allow no union activities in Greece . . . But we aren't 
supposed to hear that! The policy is, “Tell how bad the 
Russians are, but say nothing when the same things are done 
by our other allies in Greece, the Near East, India or Malaya.” 
More on the Atom Bomb 

In our last issue we reported the suppression of statements 
by many scientists who had worked on the atom bomb and 


who opposed the manner in which the bomb had been used 
and the official plans for its future. By the time your copy 
reached the mails, the story had broken in the press and now 
fortunately the whole world knows that the scientists who 
made the bomb almost all disagree with the military attitude 
toward the new weapon. But since all the power of propa- 
ganda is in the hands of our military leadership, the public 
attitude has been swung away from the viewpoint of the men 
who know most about the atom as a weapon. Here are some 
important things the scientists have been trying to tell us 
above the din of Washington propaganda which has tried to 
drown out their voices. 

1. Talk about keeping the atom bomb secret is absolute 
nonsense. Russia, for instance, has many top flight scientists 
who can duplicate anything we do. (They already have done 
so in designing tanks yen age and similar materiel.) What 
is more, the Russians under their economic system can dup- 
licate our achievements more cheaply. Some leading scien- 
tists say that Russia will have a bigger, better atom bomb in 
a very few months. 

2. The talk about keeping the atom bomb from Russia 
is an unexpected and sudden proof of what we have reported 
formerly, that, unbelievable as it seems, there are certain pow- 
erful groups in Washington and London which are definitely 
talking and planning war with Russia and are taking a “sooner 
the better” attitude—even before our boys get back from this 
war. The big push for a conscription law is tied to this. This 
war-conscious element is made up of a certain section of 
British-Dutch-Wall Street investment groups, plus the Catho- 
lic hierarchy. The average Catholic layman does not want 
war with Russia and has views as democratic as any, but the 
Vatican-hierarchy policy is another thing. 

3. The atom bomb scientists practically all believe that 
mass army movements in terms of the past are over, and that 
navies as we have known them are obsolete. Leading aviation 
scientists agree. Army brass hats, apprehensive lest such at- 
titudes become widespread, are desperately pushing for a 
conscription bill hoping to preserve the present big army set- 
up—at least for the duration of their careers. But the vast 
majority of scientists and aviation leaders believe that deci- 
sive battles will be fought in the future by winged machines 
almost exclusively and that foot armies will be employed only 
for occupation. The proof lies in the conquest of Japan. 
Only small ground forces were used—until the occupation. 

4. As reported in our last issue, and a fact which at this 
—> being kept as hushed up as possible, most of the 
atom bomb scientists strongly denounce the way the bomb 
was used on open cities, killing hundreds of thousands of 
women and children without warning and without need. Ac- 
cording to the AP, this position of the scientist was actually, 
though inadvertently, defended by Major General Curtis E. 
LeMay, who commanded the great B-29 attacks against Japan. 
General LeMay said that the Japanese were beaten and ready 
to surrender without the atom Seat. Other generals, shar- 
ing the interview with LeMay, concurred. The bomb could 
have been dropped on sparsely settled areas near Hiroshima 
or Nagasaki as a warning—that had been the scientists’ idea. 
History will record that America killed thousands upon 
thousands of women and children needlessly in the closing 
days of the war. American scientists know that and do not 
like it. Do you? 


Britain and Greece 


Here is one of the first signs of a liberalizing influence in 
British policy emanating from the new Labor government. 
Contrary to the Churchill regime, London and Washington 
now are known to be opposing the restoration of the Greek 
king. A middle-ground, democratic-socialist party is known 
to receiving London support, while a year ago British 
guns shot down hundreds of Greeks for opposing the king 
and demanding socialism. We forecast that this change in 
policy will soon be evident in Italy where a parallel situation 
exists. 





